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A 

BILL 

TO 

Provide for the Supply of Seed Potatoes to Occupiers and a.T). i890. 
Cultivators of Land in Ireland. 

B E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

5 1. This Act may be cited as the Seed Potatoes Supply (Ireland) Short title. 

Act, 1890. 

2. The Guardians of any poor law union may apply to the Local Powers of 
Government Board for a loan under this Act for the use of any ^ 0 ’^^ ans to 
electoral division of their union, and if they satisfy the Local 
10 Government Board that the occupiers of land in that division are 
generally unable, through poverty and the extent of the failure of 
the potato crop, to procure an adequate supply of seed potatoes, 
the Local Government Board may approve of the application, and 
in that case shall transmit it to the Board of Works, who may, with 
15 the consent of the Treasury, make, out of any moneys at their 
disposal for the purpose of local loans, a loan to such Board of 
Guardians, on the security of the poor rate, leviable in the said 
electoral division, and without requiring any further or other 
seciu’ity. 

20 3. — (1.) Such loan shall be repayable by the Guardians to the Terms of 

Board of Works by two equal instalments, the first of which shall laan * 
be paid on the first day of August one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-two, and the second on the first day of August, one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-three. 

25 (2.) The interest on such loan or on so much as is for the time 

being not repaid shall be at the lowest rate fixed by the Treasury for 
interest on local loans in Ireland, and shall be paid by equal half- 
yearly payments to the Board of Works out of the Irish Church 
Temporalities Eund. 
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A.D. 1890 . When any such loan is made for the benefit of any electoral 
— * division, all poor rates leviable in the division shall become forth- 

with charged, without any deed of mortgage or other instrument, 
with the repayment by the said instalments of the loan. 

Orders for 4. If at any time the Board of Works certify that any sum is 6 
Foans < mn°be P a y a ^ e to them by the Guardians of any union on account of any 
made byLo- loan under this Act for the benefit of an electoral division, the 
cal Govern- Xocal Government Board shall, by order under tlieir seal, assess 
men oar . smn on the electoral division, and shall send copies of the 

order to the Guardians and to the treasurer of the union; and 10 
thereupon the treasurer of the union shall, out of any money then 
in liis hands to the credit of the Guardians, or if such money is 
insufficient, then, out of all moneys subsequently received by him on 
account of the G uardians, pay the amount mentioned in the order 
to the Board of Works. The Guardians shall debit the electoral 15 
division with the amount so assessed. 

Application 5. — (1.) Where the Guardians obtain a loan under this Act for 

of loans. the benefit of any electoral division, they may apply the whole or 
any part thereof in pm-chasing seed potatoes, and in defraying all 
expenses incurred for carriage, storage, or otherwise in providing 20 
the same for sale, and shall when required by the Local Government 
Board, repay to the Board of Works any portion of the loan which 
is not so applied. 

(2.) The Guardians shall sell such seed subject to the following 
provisions : — 25 

(a.) Seed shall not be sold to any occupier of land the rateable 
value of which exceeds fifteen pounds, nor for less than the 
net price paid by the Guardians for it, including all expenses 
incurred for carriage, storage, or otherwise in providing such 
seed for sale : 30 

(5.) The Guardians may sell to any such occupier of land a 
quantity of seed potatoes not exceeding twelve hundredweight ; 

(c.) They may sell to any person who cultivates for his own 
use any land under a contract made by liim with the tenant 
of the land for the purpose of growing potatoes, seed potatoes 35 
not exceeding six hundredweight ; but no such sale shall he 
made except upon the application of the tenant of the land, 
and upon his agreeing to pay to the Guardians the price of 
the seed so sold in the same manner as if the seed had been 
sold to him : 

(cl.) Seed shall not be sold to any person unless the Guardians, 
or such persons as the Local Government Board may nominate 
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in that behalf, are satisfied that the land into which it is to a.D. isso. 
be put has been properly prepared, and is ready for sowing’ : 

(e.) An abatement of one fifth shall be made in the price of all 
seed which is paid for in cash ; and any loss thereby occasioned 
5 shall be charged on and paid out of the Irish Church Temporali- 
ties Fund : 

(/.) All sums received for seed paid for in cash shall be paid by 
the Guardians to the Board of Works at the prescribed times, 
and shall be applied in repayment of the loan with which the 
10 seed was bought. 

6. — (1.) The amount due to the Guardians on account of any Recovery of 

seed sold shall be paid by two equal instalments. pSasers 

(2.) For obtaining payment of each such instalment due from any 
person the Guardians shali levy the amount, where the person is 
15 rated to the poor rate, either as part of the poor rate payable by 
such person, or by a special rate to be added to the poor rate 
assessed on the tenements occupied by such person, and to be 
collected therewith. 

(3.) Where such person is not rated to the poor rate the 
20 Guardians shall make a special rate for the purposes of this Act in 
which he shall be rated. 

(4.) Every such special rate shall ho recoverable iu the same 
manner and with the same remedies by the collectors of the poor 
rate as if it were poor rate, and shall he lodged to the credit of the 
25 Guardians with the treasurer of the union. 

(5.) Provided that no person shall be entitled to make any 
deduction from his rent on account of any such special rate. 

(6.) The first of such special rates shall be made by the Guardians 
at the same time as the first ordinary poor rate made after the first 
30 day of August one thousand eight hundred and ninety-one , and the 
second of such special rates shall be made by the Guardians at the 
same time as the first ordinary poor rate made after the first day of 
August one thousand eight hundred and ninety-Jbco. 

The first instalment payable by each purchaser of seed shall bo 
35 due on the day on which the first of such special rates is made, and. 
the second instalment shalL be due on the day on which the 
second of such special rates is made. Any such instalment may 
he paid to the Board of Guardians at any earlier date. 

7. The Lord Lieutenant, with the consent of the Treasury, may, Power to 
40 on the application of any Guardians made through the Local f^Sment. 

Government Board, postpone the payment of any instalment due 
from or to the Guardians under this Act to any day not later than 
[148.] A 2 
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A.D. 1890. tli e first day of August one thousand eight hundred and ninety-live ; 

and the time of making the special rates for the purpose of 
obtaining payment of any instalment so postponed shall he postponed 
for a corresponding period ; and the postponed instalment shall 
become due on the day on which such postponed special rate is made. 5 

Power of 8. — (1.) The Lord Lieutenant, on the application of the Local 

entry and Government Board, may, with the consent of the Treasury, appoint 
such officers of the Land Commission or other persons as inspectors 
to assist the Guardians in the purchase of seed potatoes under this 
Act, and in all arrangements for the inspection, storage, and 10 
distribution of the same. 

(2.) All purchases by the Guardians of seed potatoes under this 
Act, and all arrangements for the inspection, storage, and distribu- 
tion thereof, shall be made subject to the regulations from time to 
time issued by such inspectors, and also subject to the approval of 15 
at least one of such inspectors. 

(3.) Any member of the Board of Guardians of the union, or any 
person nominated by the Guardians, or any such inspector, may at 
all reasonable times enter into and examine any land occupied or 
tilled by a purchaser of seed under this Act from such Guardians, 20 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the seed has been properly 
sown, and may do all acts reasonably necessary for that purpose. 

(4.) For the purpose of facilitating such examination the 
Guardians shall keep a list of the names and addresses of all 
purchasers of seed, and shall permit such list to be inspected by 25 
any person having authority to enter and examine under this 
Act. 

(5.) If any person refuses to a Guardian or other person acting 
in execution of the powers conferred by this section admission to 
any land which such Guardian or person is entitled to enter or 30 
examine, or obstructs or impedes him in so entering or examining, 
the person so offending shall be liable, on summary conviction, to a 
fine not exceeding five pounds. 

Summary 9. If any purchaser of seed from Guardians under this Act 
priced/ ° f C ^ 0es not P*°P erl y sow au °h seed, the Guardians may forthwith 35 
seed. recover the price of such seed, whether the amount is more or 

less than two pounds, before the justices in petty sessions, in the 
manner prescribed by the Act of the session of the twenty-second 
22 Vict.c. 14. year of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter fourteen, and any 

Acts amending it; and the provisions of such Acts shall apply 40 
as if the amount was under two pounds. 
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10. It shall be the duty of the Guardians of every union, in a.D. isgo. 

which there is an electoral division in which the occupiers of land „ „ 

r Powers of 

are generally unable for the reasons aforesaid to procure an adequate Local Go- 
supply of seed potatoes, to make an application under this Act to 
5 the Local Government Board within the prescribed time, and if it Guardians 
appears to the Local Government Board that the Guardians of make default, 
any union have failed to make such application within the said 
time, or if at any time it appears to the Local Government Board 
that any Guardians have made default in any respect in the 
10 execution of this Act, the Local Government Board may, if they 
think fit, carry this Act into execution with reference to such 
union or any electoral division thereof, and shall have for that 
purpose all the powers vested by this Act in the Guardians of the 
union. In such case application for any loan may be made by the 
15 Local Government Board directly to the Board of W orks, and in 
other respects the Local Government Board shall be in the place of 
the Guardians so making default. 

11. The Local Government Board, with the consent of ike Lord Rules and 
Lieutenant and the Treasury, may make general rules and regula- re o u,atlons - 

20 tions as regards, — 

(a.) the times and manner of summooing and holding meetings 
of Guardians for the purposes of this Act : 

(6.) the time within which applications are to be made under 
this Act : 

25 (c.) the information to be given by Guardians to the Local 

Government Board in respect of the persons in the several 
electoral divisions in the unions who are in need of, but are 
unable to procure, seed potatoes, and who the Guardians 
believe would be willing to purchase the same under this Act : 

30 {d.) the forms of all estimates, circulars, notices, and receipts to 

be used by the Guardians under this Act : 

(e.) the times at which sums received by Guardians as the price 
of seed paid for in cash are to be paid to the Board of Works : 

(/.) any other matter or thing, whether similar or not to those 
35 before mentioned in respect of which it may seem to the Local 
Government Board (with such consent as aforesaid) expedient to 
make rules and regulations for the purpose of carrying this 
Act into effect. 

12. — (1.) Nothing in this Act shall prejudice or affect any pro- Saving?. 

40 ceedings which might have been instituted by the Board of Works 

or by any Guardians for the enforcement of any contract or the 
recovery of any debt. 
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A.D. 1890. (2.) No electoral disability or loss of Parliamentary or other 

franchise shall be incurred by any voter by reason of the purchase 
of seed under this Act. 

Definitions. 13. In this Act — 

the expression “ poor rate ” means any rate leviable under the 5 
Acts made for the relief of the poor in Ireland : 
the expression “ rateable value ” means the annual rateable value 
under the Irish Valuation Acts, and where any land occupied 
is not separately valued under those Acts, means such value as 
the Guardians of the union determine would be the rateable 10 
value if such premises were so separately valued : 
the expression “Local Government Board” means the Local 
Government Board for Ireland : 

the expression “ Board of Works ” means the Commissioners of 
Public W orks in Ireland. 15 

the expression “ Guardians ” means a Board of Guardians : 
the expression “ Irish Church Temporalities Pund ” means the 
fund under the control of the Land Commission by virtue of 

44 & 45 Vict the Irish Church Amendment Act, 1881. 

c. 71. the expression “ prescribed ” means prescribed by rules made in 20 

pursuance of this Act. 
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